Contra Costa’s
Green Business Program

brings you...

| wanted you to know
that | just completed
my Certified Green
Building Professional
certification last week.
Getting my interior de-
sign business certified
as a Green Business
was the impetus to fo-
cus in this important
new direction. Thank
you!!l

Linda Reighley
Linda Reighley
Designs
lindareighleydesigns.
com

Walnut Creek

Robin Bedell-Waite
rbwaite@hsd.cccounty.us
Claudia Pingatore
CPingatore@hsd.cccounty.us
925/646-2286
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A CELEBRATION OF 10 YEARS!

In April we celebrated our dynamic speakers and a
first ten years with terrific  top-notch video that fea-
people, scrumptious food, tured Bill's Ace Hardware,
a lovely location (Lindsay Canyon Construction, M
Wildlife Museum), very Service and Vetrazzo—
special honored early check it out at greenbiz.
Green Businesses, ca.gov on the About Us/

Contra Costa page. And if
we follow Donald Simon’s
great advice about needing
to spread the word about
the importance of being
green, we're sure to have
another great decade!

Then Start Green Commuting with 511 Contra
Costa! You may believe that the only way to forgo your car is to take the
bus or BART, but then lament that the buses don't really serve your needs.
Well, we recently learned that there was a totally different way of looking at
my ability to leave my car at home. With a quick call to 511 Contra Costa,
they can hook up you or your staff to others in your immediate vicinity—or
near where you live—to carpool. They work with both staff and employers in
the most creative ways to reduce the number of cars with one person in
them. This obviously improves air quality and reduces greenhouse gas
emissions, but is terrific for your pocketbook as well!
They provide financial incentives to help workers find and form carpools and
vanpools, free bus and BART tickets to encourage transit use, a Guaranteed
Ride Home program, bicycle programs, ridematching (contd. on back)

A WEALTH OF GREEN INFORMATION

Wonder what you can
recycle? Which plas-
tics your recycler will
take? Where to get
green building materi-
als locally? How to
compost and greency-
cle? Where to take
items you're done
with? Where to buy re-
used items? How to

reduce your junk
mail? Where to recy-
cle electronics? How
to go solar? Get an
extensive list of re-
sources for any green
thing you want to do?
All of this and more
is available at www.
co.contra-costa.ca.us/
depart/cd/recycle/
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR GREEN BUSINESSES:

METRO DOG — DOGGIE DAY

Diane Livoti and Alison
Smith of Metro Dog, a
sustainable pet ser-
vices business in Rich-
mond, said that if they
couldn’t have created
a sustainable busi-
ness, they wouldn’t
have opened their
doors. As a green dog
day care, boarding,
grooming, and canine
education center, their
clients often tell them
they chose them be-
cause of their green-
ness. And staff love it.
Jorge Hernandez,
who’s worked there for
the past year, says,
“It's great to work at a
place where the own-
ers care about the en-
vironment. We don’t

use chemical sham-
poos on the dogs, we
compost left-over food,
and we recycle every-
thing. This is a place
where | want to be.”
Because they believe
that being green
should be the stan-
dard--and not the ex-
ception, they are on
working to green their
entire industry. Great
newspaper coverage
has led to many inquir-
ies from day care cen-
ters around the country
about their green prac-
tices. While the initial
costs were higher, the
long-term investment is
one that they know will
be profitable.” We
have a 25-year lease

A puppy gets shampooed—
the green way!

here, so it was right to
invest in building our
business green from
the ground up. The
process has been both
frustrating and fun, and
they have more green
initiatives in the works.
They say “green-
ovation” will always be
a part of their agenda
and business plan.

)&#H * +
employees at a worksite so they can be matched to form carpools, bike
racks and lockers and employer consultations to customize similar pro-
grams at your worksite, to name a few. So check out 511contracosta.
org or give them a quick call at 925/969-1193 — it could save you
$4.50+ on a gallon of gas—every day!!
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Alchemy Skin Spa,
Kensington

All-Ways Svc Cleaners,
El Cerrito

Atmosphere Interior
Design, San Ramon

Blue Sky Shipping,
Point Richmond

BuenoLuna Landscape
Design, Richmond

Caffé California,
Walnut Creek

D.C. Taylor Co., Concord

D.P. Coatings, Inc.,
Pleasant Hill
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Drs. Asta & Birdsall,
Walnut Creek

East Bay Construction
Services, Concord

Finger Art & Design,
Walnut Creek

Fresenius Medical
Care, Walnut Creek

Infinite Modular,
Danville

Interform Commercial
Interiors, San Ramon

L.C. Biofuels, Richmond

Mechanics Bank,
Rodeo

(

Mobile CT Imaging, Moraga
MyGreenBooks.biz,
San Ramon
Ponder Research Group,
Alamo
REgrid Power, Richmond
Renaissance Club
Sport, Walnut Creek
SunWater Solar,
Richmond
Temple Isaiah,
Lafayette
The Pelican Group,
Danville
Vetrazzo, Richmond
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Efficient Fluores-
cents Now Re-
quired —CFLs and
T8s/T5s are now re-
quired for certification.
If you don’t have them
yet (or don’t know),
give us a call. Smart
Lights and BEST can
help you install them
with their expertise
and terrific rebates.
You'll need these to
get recertified. And
they are a smart busi-
ness move that will
save you money al-
most immediately.

East Bay Business
Times —We once
again made a large
spread in May! This
newspaper is superb
at covering green busi-
ness stories..

Sustainable Indus-
tries —An annual sub-
scription to this terrific
magazine for busi-
nesses, is available to
Green Businesses at
51%--just Google &
use promo code MIS8.




